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Week Ending:
Friday, 24th October 2025

Dear Parents and Carers, Pt D Q\'S:

It may be the last week of half term, but it’s been full-steam ahead here at

school! This week has been Art Week in The Meadows and the children have

loved learning all about Brilliant Brum and mastering different techniques to

create some fabulous masterpieces associated with the city’s artistic

background. We are so proud of them and can’t wait to showcase our first ever Please wear PE kits to
whole school art exhibition when we return after the holiday, where all of the school on PE days.
children’s work will be on display. Keep reading to find out more!

Monday - school closed
A huge well done to our Year 6s who have had their final swimming lesson today. due o staff training
I am delighted to share that they have all made excellent progress either
perfecting their technique in a range of strokes or swimming longer distances. Tuesday
Next half term is Year 4's turn and they can’t wait! In other sporting news, well Year 2 and Year S PE
done too to our Reception and Year 1 children who have been working with a
coach from Warwickshire Cricket Club throughout the half term. They had their
last lessons this week too and the coach couldn’t wait to share with me how well
they had all done. Let’s hope we’ve inspired them keep playing! Who knows, we Wednesday
maty even see one of them playing for England in the future! We are proud that Year 4 and Year 3 PE
we are able to offer such a wide range of sports, including swimming, to our
children in school. Part of our Excelsior promise to all of our children is that they

4 Maple swimming

will have the opportunity to be taught by professional players in their time with Thursday
us at The Meadows. How exciting! Year | and Year 6 PE
And finally, our Year 5 children have been on their travels this week for their first
residential experience in Blackwell and they have had a whale of a time working Friclay
together, challenging themselves and making memories which will last a life 4 Ash swimming
time. A huge thank you to Mrs Bishop, Mr Kings, Mr Carruthers, Mrs Yunis, Mrs
Silverman and Mrs James for making this possible.

Please note the
I hope you all have a great half term and get to enjoy some quality time with ChO"Se {o Year 4 and
friends and family. We can’t wait to welcome everyone back to school on S PE clays due o

Tuesday, 4" November.
’ Year 4 swimming this

Best wishes, half +erm.
Reception will not
need PE kits for their
PE this week

4 Year 6 applications for Secondary School

Miss Arrowsmith

-
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The main closing date for applications for Year 6 admissions to Secondary School in

Birmingham, is October 31, 2025. You must apply online through the Birmingham]}ity
Council website and can list up to three schools as preferences.
Please follow the link here



https://eadmissions.birmingham.gov.uk/prefs.php

WEEK 2?25!
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CELEBRATING
BRILLIANT
BRUM!

The theme of our first ever Art Week at The Meadows is BRILLIANT BRUM and
each of the year groups has been looking at different styles of art associated
with Birmingham. Everyone in school has been inspired to create their own
piece of artwork and have a go at learning a range of different artistic
techniques. Without giving too much away before the whole school exhibition
after half term, here’s a little taster of what each year group have been

creating!
Reception have based their artwork on the Year 1 have based their art on
automotive industy based in Longbridge. Birmingham’s rich history with metal work.

Year 2 have been learning all
about Canal boats and folk art.
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Year 3 have been learning all Year 4 have been Year 5 have been learning all

about Cadbury’s Chocolate learning all about about street art in Digbeth.
Factory and advertising posters. the printing
industry in

Birmingham and
Baskerville House.

Year 6 have been learning all Resource Base have really tested
about the aviation industry, in their creative skills to make some of
particular, the production of the buildings and famous features in
spitfires. Birmingham come to life!

| am sure that the children will all tell you how much they have enjoyed art week - a huge
thank you to the whole staff team for making such an exciting week! After half term, we
will be transforming the school hall into our Meadows art gallery and exhibiting everyone's
art work in a whole school exhibition. Please come along to have a look at the fabulous
artwork for yourselves!

ART EXHIBITION OPENING TIMES
Tuesday, 4th November 3pm - 5pm - all parents

Wednesday, 5th November 9am - 9.30am - all parents
2.45pm - 3.15pm - Resource Base, Reception and Year 1 parents

Thursday, 6th November 2.45pm - 3.15pm - Resource Base, Year 2 and Year 3 pagents

Friday, 7th November 2.45pm - 3.15pm - Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 parents
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Poppy Appeal
2025

After half term, our Year 6 prefects will be
rasing money for the Royal British Legion’s
Poppy Appeal by selling poppies in school for a
suggested donation of 50p.
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As well as selling poppies, this year we also have
a small selection of other merchandise for sale
at the following prices:

“ ﬁ; > Festival bands - £1 each

-
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- Snap bands - £1.50 each
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s Poppy zip puller - £1 each
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CELEBRATION ' TIME!

Well done to all the children in school who received hot chocolate
nominations from their teachers for

This week, an incredible 97 children from across school received

nominations - that's AMAZING! We are all so proud of you! We

hope you have your certificates displayed somewhere at home to
celebrate.

House Points

A record number of house points have been awarded this week to
children demonstrating our school values of READY, RESPECTFUL and
SAFE. Well done, everyone! Well done too to ORANGE house who are our
half termly winners. We hope you enjoyed your extra play on Friday
afternoon!

1411 1409 1423 1429 1410

o Be an Attendance

9 e
Here  Everyday Ready Ow time

There’s lots to celebrate with attendance this week! Well done to 1 Maple who are our
best attenders in KS1 and to 6 Maple who are our best attenders in KS2.

The most punctual classes in school this week were 5 Maple and 1 Ash who were inBChool
on time every day to make the most of their learning time. Well done, everyone!




Healthy Snacks at Break Time

At The Meadows, we are always looking for ways to support our
children to be the best they can be and keeping healthy is one of our
top priorities. With this in mind, we are updating our snack policy to

encourage healthier eating habits throughout the school day.

As part of our commitment to promoting the health and wellbeing of
our pupils and in order to follow advice from the DFE (Department
for Education), from Tuesday, 4™ November, we are introducing
healthy snacks at breaktime to support children to make healthy,
nutritious choices that fuel their learning and growth.

Please can you support school by including any of the following
healthy snacks for your child:

Healthy snhacks to bring to
school for breaktime:

Any fruit or vegetables
(Please note that all children in
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2
will receive free fruit or vegetables
for their healthy breaktime snack
each day)

Plain rice cakes or oat cakes
Low-fat cheese portions

Unsweetened dried fruit (in
moderation)

Water or milk (no fizzy or sugary
drinks please)




Congratulations to our Year 5
and 6 basketball team! They
were in action this week against
all of the Excelsior MAT schools

ad guess what? They came in
fifth place overall and were
also recognised for showing
exemplary sporting behaviour.
Well done, everyone! We are
all so proud of you! You are
stars!

Anti-bullying week

This year's anti-
bullying week will
take place in the
week beginning 10Y
November. More
iNformation to follow
atter haif term

The end of half term often brings with it some
fond farewells and this one is no exception. |
know you will want to join me in wishing Mrs Jo
Valdmanis all the very best for her future
ventures as she embarks on a new career. We
will all miss her and thank her for everything she
has done to support the children in Willow and
Birch. We would all like to wish Mrs Jo Stone all
the very best for her retirement. It was lovely to
see her in school today. Good luck too to Mrs
Carly Blair who is leaving us for pastures new.
A huge thank you from us all at The Meadows!

We are currently looking for two lunchtime

supervisors to join our amazing team at The
Meadows. If you are interested, please see
the vacancy section on the Excelsior MAT
website.

Follow this link...



https://www.excelsiormat.org/vacancies/
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We ARE ON WeER 2 OF THE MENU!

CURRENTLY, THE RITCHEN ALSO OFF€R SNACHS AT BREARTIME,
TOAST - 1SP FOR HALF A 5LIC€ OR 30P FOR A WHOLE SLICe
BACON SANDWICHES - 80P
HASH BROWNS - SOP
APPLE JUICE, ORANGE JUICE, FOREST FRUIT - SSP



Term Dates for 2025 — 2026 at The
Meadows Primary School

Autumn Term 2025
Training Days | Monday 1** September 2025
Tuesday 2™ September 2025
Wednesday 3™ September 2025
Monday 27t October — Friday 31% October 2025
Monday 3" November 2025
Tuesday 4" November 2025
Friday 19'" December 2025
Spring Term 2026
Monday 5" January 2026
School Opens | Tuesday 6* January 2026
Half Term | Monday 16 February — Friday 20" February 2026

Summer Term 2026

School Opens
Half Term
Training Day
School Opens
Term Ends

Training Day




