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Week Ending:
Friday, 24th April 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

Happy Friday, everyone! Well | never thought I’d be writing
about zorbing in a newsletter but this week, that’s exactly what |
find myself doing! On Tuesday, we welcomed our friends from
SH Active Sports into school to lead PE lessons with a difference
for our Year 1 classes and Willow and Birch. The children had a
fabulous time zorbing in the hall, axe throwing and perfecting
their aim in archery (and so did the staff!) and it was wonderful
to see how excited they were about developing new skills. What
an excellent example of ENGAGING LEARNING, one of our four
MAT cornerstones, in action. | felt vey proud when the coaches
from Active Sports came to tell me afterwards how impressed
they were with the children’s manners and their behaviour
which was exemplary! Well done, everyone. We hope to see
more of Active Sports in the final half term of school so watch
this space!

In other exciting news, we have three new feathery friends in
Reception! The children are currently learning all about
lifecycles and some very special eggs arrived in school at the
start of the week. It didn’t take these long to hatch into
adorable ducklings! Thank you to Mrs McQueen for setting up a
live stream of the ducks’ antics into every class so that everyone
has the opportunity to observe science in action. Next week,
we’ll be teaching the ducklings to swim...I can’t wait!

| hope you all have a great weekend. Best wishes,
Miss Arrowsmith
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Please wear PE kits to

school on PE days.

Monday
Reception, Year 2, Year 4,
Willow and Birch - Coach

Ella

Tuesday
Year 4 and Year 6 PE
S Maple swimming

Wednesday
Year S and Year 3 PE

Thursday
Year | and Year 2 PE

Friday
(Please note there is ne
swimming ofr S Ash due
to the BCFC 4rip)

Forest School for Year |
and Year 3

Meadows’ Marvels!

Thank you to everyone who has already sent pictures into the office for us to put on

display in school to showcase our children’s achievements in the community. If you
have a photo of your child achieving something great, please send it into
enquiry@meadows.excelsiormat.org with a sentence about what it's about and we’ll
add it to our display. We can’t wait to find out what’s going on!




CELEBRATION TIME!

Well done to all the children in school who received hot chocolate
nominations from their teachers for

This week, an incredible 113 children from across school received

nominations - that's AMAZING! We are all so proud of you! We

hope you have your certificates displayed somewhere at home to
celebrate.

House Points

We can’t believe how many house points have been awarded this week
to children demonstrating our school values of READY, RESPECTFUL and
SAFE and our whole school target of KIND, CARING and CONSIDERATE.
Well done, everyone!

Cadbury Carney Tolkien Zephaniah Clayton

279 312 301 285 302
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There’s lots to celebrate with attendance this week! Well done to 1 Maple and 6 Elm who
are our best attenders this week.

The most punctual classes in school this week were 1 Ash, 2 Ash and 5 Maple with everyone
arriving in school on time every day of the week! Well done, everyone! We are so proud of
you!
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¥ Reception 2026
WELCOME COFFEE
| know you will all want to join

MORNING %
with me to wish Mrs Sue Smitten
Please join us fcrr a welcome coﬂee morning with
all the very best for a very happy Miss Arrowsmith, Head Teacher, and Mrs
retirement. Mrs Smitten has been Latham, EYFS Lead. You will be able to Eﬂd out
) . key information about our school, ask any
a much loved midday supervisor

%uesticms youmay have about starting school in

who has supported over 5000
lunchtimes at school for more

play session.
than 5000 children since working
e

eptmber" and sig'n up fm* your child’s stay and

10:304Mm
at The Meadows! What an
achievement! Thank you for the FRIDAY
dedication, care and support you 5H by oo e ok o o cling
have provided for our children at e te S
The Meadows. We will all miss
you and hope you enjoy your A
E— it ffrms fficecomeEGPRIOFDERorgntrtn

Homework Haven is desighed to help
New +O The Meaclows... parents support children aged 5-10 years

to complete their homework set by the
school. You can drop in to speak to
teachers running the course and get
support to help your child complete their
homework or any other support with
learning you would like your child to
engage with.

Homework Haven offers the following

Starting areas of support:

Meonday
11*" May

English - Reading skills, writing and storytelling
Join us after school and let us help you make
lessons a fun, family adventure!

Maths - Number skills, problem solving, shapes,

Empowering parents to understand lessons, build confidence in school

subjects, and support their children at home. d ata an d g ra p h S

Science - living things, materials

, IT / Computing - Technology and digital skills, E-
HOrY\eWOl"k HClven. Safety




Sponsor Mr Moffat, our very own
Marathon Man!

Mr Moffat is running the Birmingham half marathon
on Sunday 3rd May. He has been training for a few
months and is hoping to complete the 13 miles run
without falling over or collapsing! He wants to raise
funds to buy a greenhouse for The Meadows that we
can use to grow vegetables. If you want to sponsor
Mr Moffat, please visit the office where there is an
envelope for any donations. Mr Moffat promises he
will do his best on the day! Go, Mr Moffat! 4
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ASK YOUR CHILD TO TELL YOU
ABRBOUT THE STORIES BEHIND THE
PICTURES wWE LOOKED AT IN
ASSEMBLY THS WEEkK AND HOw
THEY RELATE TO BRITISH VALUES




_WEEK 'I'HREE

FAVOURITES MONDAY _ ROAST WEDNESDAY | PLANET PIZZATHURSDAY | F_IS!{ FRIDAY
Main Meal Option1 |  Burger with Potate Wedges Sweet & Sour FRoast Chicken, Gravy, Stuffing & Marg za with Fish Fingers & Chips

Chicken with Yellow Rice Roast Potatoes

Main Meal Option2 | Macaroni Cheese with Pasta Twists in a Tomato & Basil
Viegntabies or Salad Sauce

Halal Option T | Roast Chicken, Gravy Stulfing & | Margherita Plzm with Pasta
Foast Patatoes salad
or
Cajun Roast Chicken

VegetarianOption2 | Vegetable urger with Potata | T Guorn Gril, ¢ aulfowsr Chegse | Vegetable Fingers & Chips ™
(as an alternative to Wedges Aoast Potatoes Bake

Option 2) X
Vegetables | Sweetcorn & Baked Beans Broceoll, Caulflower & Carrots | Seasonal Greens, Carrots & | Broccoll, 5waetcom & Coleslaw | Garden Peas & Baked Beans
salad

Sandwlchts | Freshly Made Sanﬂw-ch Cheddar, Ty o
Baked Jacm Potatoes | acket Potato with Beans ¥ Jacket Potato with Beans " lacket Potato with Beans ¥ Jacket Potato with Beans Y8 ket Pot
Cheesy Beans, Tuna Mayo or Cheesy Beans, Tuna Maye ar cheesy Beans, Tuna Mayo or Cheesy Beans, Tuna Mayo o Cheesy Beans, Tuna Mayo

Cheese Cheese Cheese Cheese or Cheese

Mayonnaise or Ham

Pineapple Upside Dawn Cake & | Orange Jelly™® & Apple Cake ced Sponge Cake with
Custard Sprinkles

En land’s target for ‘free sugar® |n‘:ale ful  child
SERLL A e
'eedamlrdofl(hlln'lre(nmmm frecllﬂ“ intake,

CURRENTLY, THE RITCHEN ALSO OFF€R SNACHS AT BREARTIME,
TOAST - 1SP FOR HALF A SLICe€ OR 30P FOR A WHOLE SLICe

BACON SANDWICHES - 80P
HASH BROWNS - SOP

APPLE JUICE, ORANGE JUICE, FOREST FRUIT - SSP



Dates for Your Diary

Week beginning 27th
April 2026

Monday 27th April
Year 5 and 6 Boys’ Football
Competition

Tuesday 28th April
Coffee morning for Parents
Year 3 and Birch Roman Day

Workshop
Boys’ Football final after
school

Wednesday 29th April
Creative writing for parents
and carers

Thursday 30th April
4 MAPLE class assembly
9am - parents invited to
attend

Friday 1% May,

4 ASH class assembly 9am -
parents invited to attend
5 ASH &5 ELM KEVI
aspiration day at
Birmingham City Football
Ground

Week beginning 4th
May 2026

Monday 4th May
School closed for Bank
Holiday

Tuesday 5th May
Coffee morning for Parents
Boys’ Football competition

after school

Wednesday 6th May
Creative writing for parents
and carers
Girls’ Cricket competition




Key dates for the Summer Term

APRIL
Tuesday 28" April - Year 3 and Birch Roman Day Workshop
Thursday 30" April - 4 MAPLE class assembly 9am

MAY
Friday 1°* May - 4 ASH class assembly 9am and 5 ASH & 5 ELM KEVI aspiration day at Birmingham
City Football Ground

Monday 4™ May - Bank Holiday - school closed

Wednesday 6™ May - Girls’ cricket competition at Moseley

Thursday 7*" May - Polling Day - School shut to all pupils

Friday 8" May - ALDI Voucher draw and Star of the month assembly
Monday 11*" May - YEAR 6 SATs week and 5 MAPLE KEVI aspiration day at Birmingham City Football
Ground
Tuesday 19™ May - 3 MAPLE Class assembly 9am
Wednesday 20* May - 3 ASH Class assembly 9am
Friday 22" May - School closes for half term at 3:25pm

JUNE
Monday 1% lune - Year 4 Multiplication check fortnight and Excelsior Swimming Gala
Tuesday 2" June - Reception & Year 6 Height & Weight Checks
Friday 5" June - ALDI Voucher draw
Monday 8" June - Year 1 Phonics screening checks week and Year 3 visit to ThinkTank Museum
Tuesday 16" lune - Reception vision screening
Monday 22" June - Year 4 visit to ThinkTank Museum

JULY
Wednesday 1 July - Year 6 Secondary School Transition Day
Friday 3™ luly - ALDI Voucher Attendance Draw
Tuesday 7™ July - Sports Day Year 4,5,6 & Resource Base 9:40 - 10:45 and Reception,
Year 1, 2 and 3 11 - 12pm
Friday 10™ July - Year 2 visit to Botanical Gardens and Annual School Reports sent home
Monday 13" luly - Year 6 end of year trip - more information to follow
Thursday 16™ luly - Year 6 Leavers Assembly and Excelsior Olympics
School closes for the Summer break at 3:25pm

Friday 17*" luly - Teacher Training Day

TBC - Dates for Year 2 and Year 5 class assemblies
(Please note that this list is subject to change so please look carefully each week)



Attendance rill

What happens if | book a holiday
during term time?

Your holiday will not be authorised, and we strongly advise
you to speak with the school before making any bookings.
Since your child will miss 5 school days, a penalty notice
fine will be issued. The fine is £160, but if paid within 21
days, it will be reduced to £80.

A penalty will be issued for each child. For a family with 2 parents.
£160+ £160+£160 @ £160+£160+£160 @

ST YY)

3 x children + 1 parent = £480 3 x children + 2 parents = £960
reduced to £240 if paid witihin 21 days reduced to £480 if pard witihin 21 days

If, in any period within three years, your child has a second and third leave of absence or
pattern of irregular attendance: 3rd Time

2nd Time A penalty notice fine will not be given and

2 Parejnts and... your case will be taken to court.
1 x child = £320 A magistrate can fine each parent £2,500
2 x children = £640 for each child.
3 x children = £960 1 parent & 4 children = £10,000
o discount for early payment 5 - ents & 4 children = £20,000

Irregular Attendance

If your child is absent for 10 or more day —
sessions (5 days) in 10 weeks, and

their absences are unauthorised, you sessions
may be prosecuted.

EXcelsior




Term Dates for 2025 — 2026 at The

Meadows Primary School

Autumn Term 2025

Training Days

Monday 15 September 2025 Tuesday
2"d September 2025

School Opens

Wednesday 3" September 2025

Half Term

Monday 27 October - Friday 315 October 2025

Training Day

Monday 3" November 2025

School Opens

Tuesday 4" November 2025

Term Ends

Friday 19" December 2025

Spring Term 2026

Training Day

Monday 5% January 2026

School Opens

Tuesday 6" January 2026

Half Term

Monday 16" February — Friday 20" February 2026

School Opens

Monday 23" February 2026

Term Ends

Friday 27" March 2026

Summer Term 2026

Training Day

Monday 13 April 2026

School Opens

Tuesday 14 April 2026

Half Term

Monday 25 May — Friday 29" May 2026

School Opens

Monday 15 June 2026

Term Ends

Thursday 16 July 2026

Training Day

Friday 17" July 2026 and Monday 20 July 2026




	Week Ending:  Friday, 24th April 2026
	PE Days:
	Please wear PE kits to school on PE days.
	Monday Reception, Year 2, Year 4, Willow and Birch - Coach Ella
	Tuesday Year 4 and Year 6 PE 5 Maple swimming
	Wednesday Year 5 and Year 3 PE
	Thursday Year 1 and Year 2 PE
	Friday (Please note there is no swimming ofr 5 Ash due to the BCFC trip)
	Forest School for Year 1 and Year 3

	Dear Parents and Carers,
	Happy Friday, everyone! Well I never thought I’d be writing about zorbing in a newsletter but this week, that’s exactly what I find myself doing!  On Tuesday, we welcomed our friends from SH Active Sports into school to lead PE lessons with a difference for our Year 1 classes and Willow and Birch.  The children had a fabulous time zorbing in the hall, axe throwing and perfecting their aim in archery (and so did the staff!) and it was wonderful to see how excited they were about developing new skills.  What an excellent example of ENGAGING LEARNING, one of our four MAT cornerstones, in action.  I felt vey proud when the coaches from Active Sports came to tell me afterwards how impressed they were with the children’s manners and their behaviour which was exemplary!  Well done, everyone.  We hope to see more of Active Sports in the final half term of school so watch this space!
	In other exciting news, we have three new feathery friends in Reception!  The children are currently learning all about lifecycles and some very special eggs arrived in school at the start of the week.  It didn’t take these long to hatch into adorable ducklings! Thank you to Mrs McQueen for setting up a live stream of the ducks’ antics into every class so that everyone has the opportunity to observe science in action.  Next week, we’ll be teaching the ducklings to swim...I can’t wait!
	I hope you all have a great weekend.  Best wishes, Miss Arrowsmith

	Meadows’ Marvels!
	Thank you to everyone who has already sent pictures into the office for us to put on display in school to showcase our children’s achievements in the community.  If you have a photo of your child achieving something great, please send it into enquiry@meadows.excelsiormat.org with a sentence about what it's about and we'll add it to our display. We can't wait to find out what's going on!

	CELEBRATION TIME!
	ABOVE AND BEYOND!
	Well done to all the children in school who received hot chocolate nominations from their teachers for GOING ABOVE AND BEYOND!   This week, an incredible 113 children from across school received nominations - that’s AMAZING!  We are all so proud of you!  We hope you have your certificates displayed somewhere at home to celebrate.
	House Points
	We can’t believe how many house points have been awarded this week to children demonstrating our school values of READY, RESPECTFUL and SAFE and our whole school target of KIND, CARING and CONSIDERATE.  Well done, everyone!
	279     312      301      285      302


	I know you will all want to join with me to wish Mrs Sue Smitten all the very best for a very happy retirement.  Mrs Smitten has been a much loved midday supervisor who has supported over 5000 lunchtimes at school for more than 5000 children since working at The Meadows!  What an achievement!  Thank you for the dedication, care and support you have provided for our children at The Meadows.  We will all miss you and hope you enjoy your retirement.
	Homework Haven is designed to help parents support children aged 5–10 years to complete their homework set by the school. You can drop in to speak to teachers running the course and get support to help your child complete their homework or any other support with learning you would like your child to engage with.
	Homework Haven offers the following areas of support:
	English - Reading skills, writing and storytelling
	Maths - Number skills, problem solving, shapes, data and graphs
	Science - living things, materials
	IT / Computing - Technology and digital skills, E-Safety


	New to The Meadows...
	Homework Haven!
	Sponsor Mr Moffat, our very own Marathon Man!
	WEEKLY
	ASSEMBLY
	Ask youR child to tell you about the stories Behind The pictures we looked at in assembly this week and how They relate to british values


	KS1
	KS2
	MENU
	WE ARE ON WEEk 3 of the menU!
	currently, the kitchen also offer snacks at breaktime, Toast - 15p for half a slice or 30p for a whole slice Bacon sandwiches - 80p Hash browns - 50p apple juice, orange juice, forest fruit - 55p



